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Abstract
For the past 24 years, the author has been conducting survey research on Orthoptera in Niigata Prefecture, Japan,
through which 117 species in 12 families have been identified. Looking at the Table of Orthoptera Distribution by
Prefecture prepared by the editorial department of the Bulletin of the Japanese Society of Orthoptera in 2003, this
number suggests that Niigata Prefecture ranks among the top prefecture in Japan in terms of the number of
Orthoptera species. The largest number of recorded species is in Shizuoka Prefecture, with 139 species, followed by
Ehime Prefecture with 134, Kochi Prefecture with 132, and Saitama, Aichi, Wakayama, and Hiroshima Prefecture,
each with 117 species. There are still several prefectures where surveys have yet to be undertaken, so it is difficult to
make a general comparison of the number of species in prefectures throughout Japan, but Niigata has the largest
number of Orthoptera species in the Hokkaido, Tohoku, and Hokuriku regions.
This is because Niigata has a rich geography, and because up to now, its environment has for the most part
avoided extensive destruction. Urban development has progressed rapidly in recent years, however, and natural
habitats are gradually being upset. This report on the results of a survey of Orthoptera in Niigata Prefecture is being
presented to commemorate the author's retirement.
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